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H1 GP (8881)

Paper 1: Essay — LECTURE Notes
A-Level 2027 Syllabus

Paper 1 Overview

Paper 1 is the essay component of the General Paper, weighted at 50% of the total H1 GP grade.
It is a single-essay paper where you choose one question from eight and write a structured
argumentative essay of 500—800 words in 1 hour 30 minutes.

Mark Breakdown

Component Marks | Weighting
Content (AO1) 30 60% of paper
Language (AO2) 20 40% of paper
Total 50 100%

Content marks assess your critical and inventive thinking: your ability to analyse the question,
construct a cogent argument, use relevant examples, evaluate different perspectives, and reach a nu-
anced conclusion. Language marks assess your command of English: vocabulary, sentence structure,
grammar, spelling, punctuation, and paragraph organisation.

Exam Tip Weighting Reality

Content and Language are marked separately but equally important. A brilliant argument

expressed poorly caps out at Band 2 for Language (12/20). Conversely, elegant writing with
shallow argument caps out at Band 3 for Content (18/30). The best essays score Band 4-5 on
both.

Question Domains

The eight questions span six broad domains. You will typically see 1-2 questions per domain:

e Society and culture — family, education, religion, media, identity, inequality, multicultur-
alism

e Economics — growth, trade, globalisation, poverty, taxation, inequality, development

e Politics and government — democracy, governance, human rights, war, diplomacy, nation-
alism

e Arts and humanities — literature, art, music, cinema, heritage, creativity, censorship

e Science and technology — Al, biotechnology, ethics of innovation, digital life, space explo-
ration

e Environment — climate change, sustainability, conservation, urbanisation, food security

Warning The Domain Trap

Do NOT pigeonhole yourself into one domain. The best GP essays draw connections across

domains. A question about technology (“Is technology making us less human?”) is equally a
question about society, ethics, and culture. Your examples should reflect this breadth.
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What Examiners Look For

The SEAB syllabus identifies five key qualities in high-scoring essays:

1.

Precision — You understand the specific terms and scope of the question, not just the general
topic.

Conceptual depth — You engage with ideas at an abstract level, identify trends and rela-
tionships, and connect issues across domains.

Ilustration — Your examples are specific, relevant, well-developed, and wide-ranging (local,
regional, global).

Balance and evaluation — You consider multiple perspectives, evaluate evidence critically,
and avoid one-sided polemics.

Nuanced conclusion — Your conclusion is measured, qualified, and reflects the complexity
of the issue rather than an assertive simplification.

Essay Structures

There are three primary essay structures for GP Paper 1. Each suits different types of questions.
You should be fluent in all three and choose the one that best fits the question.

The Dialectical Structure (Recommended for Most Questions)

This is the most reliable structure for GP essays. It acknowledges complexity by presenting two
sides of an argument before arriving at a reasoned conclusion.

Structure:

1. Introduction — Define key terms, acknowledge the debate, state your thesis (your position)

2. Argument paragraph 1 — Present one side of the argument with evidence

3. Argument paragraph 2 — Develop the first side further, or introduce a related dimension

4. Counter-argument paragraph — Acknowledge the opposing view with fairness and evi-
dence

5. Evaluation paragraph — Weigh the arguments: which is stronger, under what conditions,
in what contexts?

6. Conclusion — Nuanced judgment: qualified position, limitations acknowledged, forward-

looking remark
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Example Dialectical Outline — “Is globalisation a force for good?”

Introduction: Define globalisation; acknowledge competing views; thesis: globalisation has
brought significant benefits but its benefits are unequally distributed, requiring careful
governance.

Arg 1: Economic growth and poverty reduction — China’s 800 million lifted from poverty
(World Bank), access to global markets for developing nations.

Arg 2: Cultural exchange and idea diffusion — access to knowledge, international collaboration
on climate change and health (COVID-19 vaccine development).

Counter: Rising inequality within nations, cultural homogenisation (disappearance of local
languages), exploitation of labour in supply chains (Rana Plaza 2013).

Evaluation: Benefits are real but contingent on regulation. Where governance is strong (Sin-
gapore, Nordic countries), globalisation works well. Where weak, it exacerbates inequality.
The problem is not globalisation per se but how it is managed.

Conclusion: Globalisation is a force for good when paired with strong institutions; the task is

not to reverse it but to govern it better.
\ J

The Problem—Solution Structure

Best for questions that imply a problem or challenge (“How can...?” “What should be done
about. .. 7).
Structure:

1. Introduction — Identify the problem, explain its significance, propose your line of argument
2. Problem analysis — What is the nature and scope of the problem? Why does it matter?
3. Solution 1 — Propose and evaluate one approach

4. Solution 2 — Propose and evaluate a second approach

5. Limitations and trade-offs — Why are solutions imperfect? What constraints exist?

6. Conclusion — Most viable path forward, with qualifications

The Thematic Structure

Best for questions that ask you to discuss multiple dimensions of an issue (“Consider...” “Discuss
the view that...”).
Structure:

1. Introduction — Frame the theme, state your organising principle

2. Theme/domain 1 — e.g., economic dimension

3. Theme/domain 2 — e.g., social dimension

4. Theme/domain 3 — e.g., political /ethical dimension

5. Synthesis — How do these dimensions interact? Which is most significant?

6. Conclusion — Integrative judgment
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Exam Tip Which Structure to Use

e “To what extent...?” / “How far...?” — Dialectical

e “How can...?” / “What should be done...?” — Problem—Solution
e “Discuss...” / “Consider...” — Dialectical or Thematic

o “Is... 7" / “Do the benefits outweigh. ..?” — Dialectical

When in doubt, use the Dialectical structure. It is the most flexible and most commonly

rewarded by examiners.
. J

Crafting Arguments

The P.E.E.L. Framework

Each body paragraph should follow the P.E.E.L. structure:

P — Point: A clear claim or argument stated in one sentence.

E — Explanation: Explain why your point is true. What reasoning supports it?

E — Example: A specific, named, and developed example that illustrates your point.

L — Link: Link back to the question. How does this paragraph answer the question?

Example PEEL Paragraph

P: The digital divide threatens to entrench existing inequalities rather than reduce them. E:
While technology is often celebrated as a democratising force, its benefits accrue disproportion-
ately to those who already have access, skills, and infrastructure, leaving marginalised com-
munities further behind. E: During the COVID-19 pandemic, school closures forced a rapid
shift to online learning. In Singapore, students received laptops and broadband access through
the Digital for Life movement. In rural India, however, an estimated 60% of students could
not access online classes due to lack of devices or connectivity (ASER Report 2021), widening
the learning gap between urban and rural children. L: This illustrates that technology alone
is insufficient; without deliberate policy intervention, it can deepen the very inequalities it is

presumed to solve.
. J

Depth vs. Breadth

A common mistake is trying to cover too many examples superficially. The syllabus rewards depth
over breadth. One well-developed example that you analyse, evaluate, and connect to your argu-
ment is worth five examples you merely mention.

Exam Tip Example Development

For each key example, ask yourself:
1. What specific incident/data/policy am I referring to?
2. What does it illustrate about the issue?
3. What are its limitations or counter-arguments?

4. How does it connect to my overall thesis?

If you can answer all four, your example is exam-ready.
. J




H1 GP (8881) — Paper 1: Essay A-Level 2027

Evaluation: The Mark-Booster

Evaluation is what separates Band 3 from Band 4 and Band 5 essays. Evaluation means:
e Weighing — Which argument is stronger and why?
e Contextualising — Under what conditions does X hold true?

¢ Qualifying — Not “Globalisation is bad” but “Globalisation has been beneficial for export-
oriented economies like Singapore but has contributed to deindustrialisation and inequality in
developed countries like the US.”

e Connecting — How does this issue relate to others? (e.g., climate change is connected to
economics, politics, ethics, and technology)

Warning The Assertion Trap

7

Sentences like “This is clearly true” or “It is obvious that...” are NOT evaluation. They are

assertions. Evaluation requires reasoning: “This is true because...” or “This holds under the
condition that...”.

Building a Knowledge Base

GP is unique among A-Level subjects in having no fixed syllabus content. Your examples and
knowledge come from your own reading and awareness of current affairs.
The Three-Tier Example System

Organise your knowledge into three tiers:

Tier 1: Local (Singapore) — Policies, events, statistics from Singapore. Essential for questions
that specify “your society”.

Tier 2: Regional (Asia/Southeast Asia) — Examples from ASEAN, China, India, Japan. Demon-
strates awareness of regional context.

Tier 3: Global — Major international events, UN data, cross-country comparisons. Shows breadth.

Essential Reference Areas

Cultivate knowledge in at least three to four of these areas:

e Singapore governance — Housing (HDB), healthcare (CHAS, MediShield Life), education
(ITE-Poly—Uni pathway), CPF, transport, National Service

e Global economics — Trade wars (US—China), supply chains, inflation crises, cryptocurrency,
gig economy

e Technology and ethics — Al regulation (EU Al Act), data privacy (GDPR), social media’s
impact on mental health, autonomous weapons

e Environment — Paris Agreement, net-zero targets, Singapore’s Green Plan 2030, carbon
tax, circular economy

e Social issues — Inequality (Gini coefficient), aging populations, migration, gender equality,
racial harmony

e Science and medicine — COVID-19 response, mRNA vaccines, gene editing (CRISPR),
space exploration (Artemis, SpaceX)
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Staying Current

The best GP essays reference events from the last 12—18 months. Examiners penalise recycled
examples from Ten Year Series books.

Exam Tip Building Your Repository

e Read The Straits Times daily (especially the Opinion and Review sections)

Follow The Economist weekly for global affairs

Watch CINA documentaries for local Singapore context

Save 2-3 strong examples per domain in a notes document

Practice writing example paragraphs from memory

Writing Introductions and Conclusions

The Introduction

A strong introduction does three things:
1. Engages with the question — Show you understand what the question is asking

2. Defines key terms — Not dictionary definitions, but your interpretation of the question’s
scope

3. States a thesis — Your overall position (with nuance)

Example Weak vs. Strong Introduction

Weak: “Technology is changing the world. Many people use smartphones and the internet.
Some people think this is good while others think it is bad.” Strong: “The assertion that
technology is making us less human rests on the assumption that "humanity’ is a fixed quality
eroded by digital mediation. Yet throughout history, every technological revolution — from the
printing press to the telephone — has been met with similar anxieties. This essay will argue
that technology does not diminish our humanity but transforms its expression, and that the real

concern is not technology itself but how we design and govern it.”
- J

The strong introduction:

e Defines “less human” as a debatable concept

e Provides historical context (printing press, telephone)
e States a clear, nuanced thesis

e Signals the direction of the argument

The Conclusion

A strong conclusion:
e Does not simply summarise — this wastes words
e Offers a nuanced judgment — qualified, conditional, balanced

e Looks forward — implications, what needs to happen next
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Example Weak vs. Strong Conclusion

-

Weak: “In conclusion, globalisation has good and bad effects. Countries should try to get the
benefits while reducing the drawbacks.” Strong: “Globalisation, then, is not inherently good or
bad — it is a process whose outcomes depend on the institutions that govern it. For developed
nations with robust welfare systems and regulatory frameworks, it has delivered prosperity.
For developing nations without such safeguards, it has often deepened vulnerability. The way
forward is not protectionism but stronger global governance — from fair trade agreements to
enforceable labour standards — that ensures globalisation serves people rather than merely

A-Level 2027

markets.”

Common Pitfalls

1.

Answering the topic, not the question — If the question asks “Is online learning as
effective as face-to-face learning?” and you write about “education in general,” you lose marks
for relevance.

. The list essay — “Firstly...Secondly. .. Thirdly...Finally...” without evaluation is a list,

not an argument.
One-sided argument — Ignoring counter-arguments entirely caps you at Band 3.

Vague examples — “In some countries, technology has helped people” is not specific enough.
Name the country, the policy, the statistic.

Overused examples — Any essay that mentions Steve Jobs, Bill Gates, or Facebook founder’s
quotes is unlikely to impress examiners who have read the same examples hundreds of times.

ChatGPT as crutch — Examiners can detect Al-generated content. The GP essay is meant
to assess your critical thinking, not an LLM’s.

Ignoring word count — 500-800 words is the limit. Below 500 and you cannot develop
depth. Above 800 and you risk being unfocused. Practise writing within this range.
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